
China, new power in the area of South-South cooperation? 

 

The research seeks to meet the growing demand for a broader, more precise and 

critical understanding of China's role in international relations and in the field of 

international cooperation for development. In the transition from the 20th to the 21st 

century, one needs to understand the rapid development of the Chinese economy and 

the political expression of China as a world power, challenging the United States in its 

hegemony as a world superpower. In this context, the study seeks to analyse China's 

relationship with the South countries, as well as Beijing's interest in cooperating to expand 

its commercial, political and cultural influence beyond Asia.  

The project began with the purpose of studying with which countries or regions of 

the world China has established cooperative relations, their modes of insertion and 

modalities of cooperation, seeking to analyse comparatively how the Western countries 

and China itself implement this agenda within their respective foreign policies. It was 

found out that China maintains relations mainly with Latin America and Africa in the fields 

of infrastructure projects, renewable energy sources and technology in civil construction 

through agreements between governments and Chinese companies. Furthermore, we 

analysed normative perspectives of China's interaction with other States. Western 

countries maintain a critical position in China's mode of action, especially regarding the 

non-use of political conditionalities linked to human rights and the promotion of 

democracy.  

The methodology used in the research has so far been the reading and analysis 

of scientific articles. Based on a technique on how to make up summaries learned within 

the Scientific Initiation project. The purpose of them is to highlight concepts that involved 

South-South cooperation, data and historical narratives, the countries and regions in 

which China has had a more frequent and relevant cooperation relationship, which 

agreements and projects have been negotiated,etc. The results produced are partial 

because the research project is still underway; despite this, it is already possible to 

highlight that China's role in international relations has grown in considerable ways in 

recent years and that it is extremely important to study Chinese foreign policy in order to 

understand the dynamics of the world in the 21st century. 


